
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

October 2, 2017 
 
 

Members present:  Joyce Thompson, Chair; Members: Donn Critchell, Moisha Blechman, Elizabeth O’Donnell,  
Al Huehnel, John Roberts, Kathy Bainer;  ZC Secretary Linda Swartz; ZC Consultant Ted Fink 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 5:15 by Joyce Thompson.   
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to accept the Minutes from September 18, 2017, was made by Moisha Blechman and seconded by Donn 
Critchell. 

Ayes:  6 (Blechman, Critchell, Bainer, Huehnel, O’Donnell, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained:  0  
 
 
Zoning District Map:   

 Ted handed out copies of a map he prepared which shows environmental constraints in the MU district.   

 An error in the outlines of the new district boundaries was noted.  Linda will redraw the map with the correction.   

 Joyce reviewed the proposed district map and asked the ZC to confirm their agreement with each aspect of the 
map as presented (with the correction as noted above).  Changes include: changing a small area from R3 to R2 in 
the northeast corner of town, changing a large area on the east side of the parkway from R3 to R7, extending the 
R2 district between Post Hill Road and County Route 10 eastward to the parkway (area was previously R3), and 
changes to the MU district. 

 
Moisha motioned to accept the prosed district map as a recommendation for consideration of the Town Board and the 
public.  The motion was seconded by Elizabeth. 

Ayes:  6 (Blechman, O’Donnell, Critchell, Bainer, Huehnel, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained:  0  
 
 
Article 30, Review of Edits: 
 
30-A. 

 Lead paragraph is okay. 

 R7 District:  The R7 District recognizes the Town’s most rural areas where forests, farms and fields predominate.  
The District contains scenic viewsheds of local and Statewide importance and is generally bounded on the West by 
the Taconic State Parkway, a National Register of Historic Places property.  New development should be planned 
in a flexible manner to sustain the rural character of the District by protecting forests, farms, and fields, wildlife, 
and water resources. 

 R3 District:  The R3 District recognizes the pattern of medium-density development in a rural area of the Town 
where fields and forest predominate.  The purpose of the District is to sustain the Town’s existing pattern of rural 
land uses characterized by large expanses of fields and forests.  The District contains a scattering of residences, 
farms, agricultural and home-based businesses, and limited development surrounded by fields and forests. 

 R2 District:  The R2 District recognizes existing areas of moderately high rural density.  A continuation of 
residential and compatible uses, if appropriately sited and planned, will help preserve openness while providing 
an opportunity for housing on smaller, more affordable lots. 

 MU District:  The MU (Mixed Use) District recognizes the importance of West Taghkanic as a 19
th

 Century 
traditional hamlet, which has potential for growth.  New development should be in harmony with the hamlet’s 
small-town character.  The intent for this District is to protect residential uses, encourage new affordable housing, 
establish a location for locally-owned business and to continue to serve as the community’s civic and cultural 
center, with the potential for pedestrian amenities. 

 
30-B. 
Since the Town Clerk does not presently have an office at the Town Hall, that reference in this paragraph should be 
removed (“…at Town Hall…”).   For the same reason, the end of this paragraph should similarly be changed to say “…Map 
on file with the Town Clerk.” 
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30-C. 

 1.  Okay as written. 

 2.  Delete “construed to be” and end sentence after “projections” (delete “thereof”). 

 3.  Delete “construed as being” and end sentence after “Zoning District Map.”  Elizabeth recommends that the 
dimensions be shown on the map rather than using scale. 

 
30-D. 

 1.  Remove the word “Except” and begin sentence with “When in conformance …” 

 Move #5 to the #1 position 

 Move #7 to the #2 position 

 Make numbers 3 and 6 consecutive items 

 Item 5 had been deleted per the Minutes of the September 16 meeting.  Ted said it’s very important to keep this 
language in the code.  Following discussion, the ZC agreed that it’s necessary. 

 Kathy feels 30-D. is, in general, negatively worded and unclear and asked if it could better written.  Ted said this 
is standard language in most zoning codes.  However, he will rewrite the section per ZC discussion to make it less 
negative and easier to understand.  
 

 
Article 40: 
Elizabeth will type up her notes and recommendations and will send it out to ZC members via email.   
 
Article 50: 
Donn reviewed Article 50 and checked it against the Uses and said it was pretty good. 
 
Article 70: 
John found no problems in Article 70. 
 
 
Ted will begin putting the articles in a Drop Box for easier retrieval by the ZC members.  He explained how a Drop Box 
works and why it’s easier, and he will send email instructions for those who have not previously used this feature. 
 
 
New or Continuing Business: 

From the Commission:  Moisha handed out material about ridge line development laws in Ancram. 
From the Public:  None 

 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next Zoning Commission meeting will be held on Monday, October 16, 2017 beginning at 5 p.m. at the Town Hall.  
John and Donn will not be present.   
 
Joyce asked if members might want to meet on October 30; Kathy and John have a training that evening.  To be discussed 
further at next meeting. 
   
 
Motion to adjourn:  Donn Critchell      Seconded by:  Elizabeth O’Donnell 

Ayes:  6 (Critchell, O’Donnell, Huehnel, Blechman, Bainer, Roberts) Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 
 


